In one of the paragraphs dealing with matters of special difficulty (Par. 231) the English Commissioners call attention to a scheme which has been put into operation by the Midwives' Institute.
"
The scheme provides for a guarantee against the risk of the prescribed fee having to be deducted from maternity benefit. Any midwife who is a member of the Institute can, under the scheme, increase her ordinary fee for attendance at a confinement by one shilling, which is paid into a common fund, and out of this fund, which is under the control of the Institute, the prescribed fee will be paid in the event of a. doctor having to be summoned.
Any deduction from the maternity benefit for the purpose of paying the prescribed fee would thus be avoided."
We were not previously aware of this scheme for overcoming the difficulty imposed upon approved., societies in regard to the payment of maternity benefit when the patient elects to be attended by a midwife. It is, as will be seen, a form of private insurance whereby the insured person by paying Is. will obtain the advantage of receiving the maternity benefit immediately after the confinement, instead of possibly having to wait a fortnight, and will receive the full 30s. in any case without the possibility of the deduction, of the doctor's fee should it be necessary for a doctor to be called in. 
